MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET Property Name: Nathan Shaw House
INTERCOUNTY CONNECTOR PROJECT Survey No.: M:23-111_(PACS A5.12)

Property Address_15910 Emory Lane, Rockville vicinity (Norbeck), Montgomery County, MD
Owner Name/Address_Carl D. Murphy, 15910 Emory Lane, Rockville, MD 20853
Year Built circa 1870

Description:

The Nathan Shaw House was previously surveyed in 1976 by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission.
Since the time of the previous survey, the property is unaitered.

National Register Evaluation:

The Nathan Shaw House, constructed circa 1870, was previously surveyed by the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission in 1976. The property is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. The property is not -
eligible under Criterion A, as research conducted indicates no association with any historic events or trends significant in the
development of national, state or local history. Although some accounts suggest that the Nathan Shaw House was the
miller's house for the Muncaster Mill, no documentation of this association was located. In addition, any association which
may have existed has been lost, as ho remnants of the mill are extant. Historic research indicates that the property has no
association with persons who have made specific contributions to history, and therefore, it does not meet Criterion B. The
property is not eligible under Criterion C, as it is an undistinguished example of a late nineteenth century I-house, with poor
integrity. Finally, the property has no known potential to yield important information, and therefore, does not meet Criterion
D.

MHT CONCURRENCE:
Eligibility recommended _X  not recommended
Criteria A B C D Considerations A B C D E F G None

Comments:
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Nathan Shaw House

(Muncaster Miller's House)

M:23-111

Montgomery County, Maryland

The Nathan Shaw House, also known as the Muncaster Miller's
House, 1is a two-story, three-bay frame T-house situated atop a
knoll at the corner of Muncaster Mill Road and Emory Lane, near
Norbeck in Montgomery County. The house was historically used as
a miller's residence, there being‘several mills along the nearby
North Branch of Rock Creek. Although the house may incorporate
the foundations of earlier buildings on the site, the present
structure dates to circa 1879. Also, included on this site,
adjacent to the house is a carriage house and a barn.

The Nathan Shaw House was constructed by Nathan Shaw, and later
sold to William Muncaster, a successful land owner, and grist and
saw mill operator in the region. Muncaster did not live at the
house, but used the dwelling as a tenant house for his mill
operators. The property meets Criterion C of the Maryland
Inventory of Historic Properties as the surviving remnant of

a mill complex, a now-obsolete and quickly vanishing building

type.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Inventory No. M:23-111
MD INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

historic name Nathan Shaw House
common/other name Muncaster Miller's House

street & number Rte. 115 and Emory Lane not for publication

city or town Rockville vicinity X state code _MD
county Montgomery code zip code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification N/A

4. National Park Service Certification N/A

Ownership of Property (Check all that apply)
X private

public-local

public-State

public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
X building(s)
district
site
structure
object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

2 1 buildings
gites
structures

— objects

2 1 Total

Is this property listed in the National Register?
Yes Name of Listing No X




Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Inventory No.M:23-111
Nathan Shaw House Page 2
Montgomery County, Maryland

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: DOMESTIC Sub:_Single Dwelling

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: Single Dwelling

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Other: Tate 19th Century Vernacular

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation_Stone
roof Crogs gable: asphalt shingleg
walls Wocd: weagtherboard
other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition
of the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. 7-1




Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Inventory No.M:23-111
Nathan Shaw House Page 3
Montgomery County, Maryland

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more
boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing)

A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our hisgtory.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past. '

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has vyielded, or is 1likely to vyield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

_____ B removed from its original location.

_____c a birthplace or a grave.

D a cemetery.

_____E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
- F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.




Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Inventory No.M:23-111
Nathan Shaw House Page 4
Montgomery County, Maryland

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

Period of Significance circa 1879

Significant Dates circa 1879

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of
the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. _8-1




Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Inventory No.M:23-111
Nathan Shaw House Page 5
Montgomery County, Maryland

(Cite the books, articles, legal records, and other sources used in
preparing this form.)

Boyd, T.H.S., History of Montgomery County, 1879. Repfint.
Baltimore, MD: Clearfield Comp., 1989.

Farquhar, Roger Brooke. Old Homes and History of Montgomery
County, MD. Silver Spring, MD., 1952, 1962.

MacMaster, Richard K. and Ray Eldon Hiebert. A Grateful
Remembrance: The Story of Montgomery County, Maryland, 1776-1976.
Rockville, MD.: Montgomery County Historical Society, 1976.

Malloy, Mary Gordon and Marian W. Jacobs, compilers. Genealogical
Abstracts, Montgomery County Sentinel, 1855-1899 (Rockville, MD:
The Montgomery County Historical Society), 1986.

Montgomery County Historical Society, Rockville, MD.
Files.

, Vertical

Montgomery County Land Records, Montgomery County, Maryland.

Sandy Spring Museum, Sandy Spring, Maryland, Vertical Files.

Maps and Drawings and Photographs

Hopkins, G.M., comp. Atlas of Fifteen Miles around Washington,
including the County of Montgomery, Maryland, 1879. Reprint.
Rockville, MD.: Montgomery County Historical Society, 1975.

Martenet, Simon L. Martenet and Bond’s Map of Montgomery County,
1865,




Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Inventory No.M:23-111
Nathan Shaw House Page 6
Montgomery County, Maryland

Acreage of Property

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the
property.)

The property occupies parcel 283 of Montgomery County Tax Map HS
122.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

This property has been associated with the parcel since
construction of the present house circa 1879.

name/title Kim Williams & Michele Naru/Architectural Historians

organization M-NCPPC date July 21, 1999
street & number 1109 Spring Street telephone (301) 563-3403
city or town Silver Spring state_MD zip code

name Carl & H.M Murphy
street & number 15910 FEmory Lane telephone
city or town Rockville state_MD zip code 20853




MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M:23-111

Section 7 Page _1 Nathan Shaw Houge
name of property
Montgomery County
county and state

The Nathan Shaw House is a two-story, three-bay frame T-house
situated atop a knoll at the corner of Muncaster Mill Road and
Emory Lane, near Norbeck in Montgomery County. The house was
historically used as a miller's residence, there being several
mills along the nearby North Branch of Rock Creek. Although the
house may incorporate the foundations of earlier buildings on the
site, the present structure dates to circa 1879. Also, included on
this site, adjacent to the house is a carriage house and a barn.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:

The Nathan Shaw House is a two-story, three-bay T-shaped frame
structure built circa 1879.° Set upon a rubble stone foundation,
it is covered with a cross gable roof, clad with asphalt shingles
and has weatherboard walls. The main block of the house measures
31' X 16' and the rear wing measures 17' x 15'. The house hag two
chimneys--one on the north end of the main block and one on the
wegt end of the rear wing. Between 1935 and 1941, the house and
grounds underwent a series of changes that included the addition of
a one-story shed roof kitchen on the north side of the house; the
conversion of a porch into an enclosed room on the south gide of
the house; the dismantling of a third chimney which originally
stood on the south end of the main block; and the reconstruction of
the front porch.

The east elevation is divided into three equal bays with a central
entry and porch located on the first story and three windows on the
second story. The central entry features a four-paneled wood door
and a one-story, one-bay projecting gable roofed porch with a stone
millstone used as an entry step. This porch, supported by coupled
wood columns and having glazed side walls, was built between 1935
and 1936 to replace the original porch which was.in deteriorating

condition. The square wood posts of this original porch survive
and are stored in the barn. To either side of the central entry
are single, 6/6 windows. The second story has three quarter

windows, where by the upper sash has 9 panes and the lower sash,

! The current owner of the house claims that it was built in three phases,
based upon the configuration of walls in the foundation level of the house. The
cellar was not available for surveying, and could thus not be confirmed. The
date of construction is thus based upon historic maps and the building’s
architectural style. The building does not appear on Martenet and Bond’s Map of
Montgomery County (1865), but does appear on the G.M. Hopkins Atlas of Montgomery
County (1879). A circa 1879 date of construction isg consistent with the two-
story, three-bay, T-house form.




MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M:23-111

Section 7 Page _2 Nathan Shaw House
name of property
Montgomery County
county and state

three. Above the second story rises a boxed wood cornice and frieze
board decorated by raised wood bas-reliefs.

The south end of the main block of the house originally featured an
exterior end chimney, which was dismantled after 1938. The two 6/6
windows on the first story and the two three-light awning windows
above were installed at this time, having been recovered from an
old house in Rockville.? The north end of the main block of the
house has a chimney on center of the wall and two thee-light awning
windows to either side on the first story. The chimney features a
rubble stone base and a rebuilt, brick chimney stack.

The rear wing of the house projects from the center of the west

wall of the main block of the house and measures 17' x 15'. Like
the main block, it is set upon a stone foundation, has weatherboard
walls and a roof clad with asphalt shingles. Similar features,

including 6/6 windows and a decorated frieze indicate that this
rear wing was an original part of the house.

On the north elevation, between the main block of the house and the
rear wing is a one-story shed roof kitchen wing. This wing was
added in 1935-1936 and sits upon a rubble stone foundation.

The west elevation of the house consists of the end wall of the
rear wing and several projections. The end wall of the rear wing
features a brick end chimney on center, and no openings, but
several gable-roofed projections, including an entry vestibule
leading into a pantry/stair, which in turn leads into the kitchen
wing addition. The original bulkhead entry, located against this
end wall towards the south, has been converted into a coal bin.

The interior of the house was not available for survey.
OUTBUILDINGS:

Two outbuildings--a barn and a carriage house--are located north of
the main dwelling.

Barn: The barn 1is a tall, 1-1/2-story timber frame structure
covered with a gable roof, clad with standing seam metal. The
walls are covered with weatherboard. The interior of the barn has
a ground floor equipment room and four horse stalls, and an upper

? The current owner recalls his father salvaging the windows from a house
in Rockville.




MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M:23-111

Section 7 Page _3 Nathan Shaw House
name of property
Montgomery County
county and state

level loft, accessible from the interior by a ladder stair. The
loft reveals the common rafter system and the mortise and tenon
joints, pegged at the ridge with large wooden pegs.

Carriage House: the carriage house is a small gable roofed single-
bay structure with two side sheds. The shed roof extension to the
west is original, while that on the east elevation was added circa
1941 to accommodate a 1941 Oldsmobile which would not fit in the
original carriage house.
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Section 8 Page _1 Nathan Shaw House
name of property
Montgomery County
county and state

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Nathan Shaw House, also known as the Muncaster Miller's House
is located at the intersection of Route 115 and Emory Lane near
Norbeck, MD. The dwelling was constructed circa 1879, probably by
Nathan Shaw, and later sold to William Muncaster, a successful land

owner, and grist and saw mill operator in the region. Muncaster
did not live at the house, but used the dwelling as a tenant house
for his mill operators. The property meets Criterion C of the

Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties as the surviving remnant
of a mill complex, a now-obsolete and quickly vanishing building

type.

Historic Context

The parcel of land on which the Nathan Shaw House was built was
part of the original land tract "Batchellor's Forest."® In March
of 1886, Nathan Shaw sold this parcel of land, the grist mill and
the dwelling to William Muncaster.*® William Muncaster was a
successful land owner in this region, and operated a saw mill.
After acquiring these 357 acres of land, William Muncaster
continued to operate Nathan Shaw's grist mill and used the dwelling
as a tenant house for his mill operators.’ After William
Muncaster's death, his land was bequeathed to his son, Luther M.
Muncaster.® '

In December, 1924 Luther Muncaster sold the Nathan Shaw House and
land to Frank L. Hewitt.' The property changed ownership several
times over the next ten years. Finally in 1934, Virginia Title
Insurance Company sold the dwelling and 24 acres of land to George
D. Murphy.® In January of 1938, due to a default having occurred

‘Montgomery County Courthouse, Deed Book 741 Folio 286
‘Montgomery County Courthouse, Deed Book JA 2 Folio 302

‘Montgomery County Historical Society, Mutual Assurance Society Papers,
Policy # 13781, 1885.

‘Montgomery County Courthouse, Will Book HCA 26 Folio 175
Montgomery County Courthouse, Deed Book 422 Folio 66

*Montgomery County Courthouse, Deed Book 582 Folio 41
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HISTORIC CONTEXT:

Geographic Organization: Piedmont
Chronological/Development Period (s):

Industrial/Urban Dominance (1870-1930)

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme (g):

Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and
Community Planning

RESOURCE TYPE (S)
Category: Standing Structure
Historic Environment: Rural

Historic Function (s): DOMESTIC/Single Dwelling

Known Design Source: Unknown




MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

CONTINUATION SHEET

CHAIN OF TITLE:

March 26, 1886

December 30, 1924

March 5, 1927

November 17, 1933

November 9, 1934

November 9, 1934

January 20, 1938

May 27, 1939

April 16, 1963

September 25, 1996

Inventory No. M:23-111
Nathan Shaw House

name of property
Montgomery County
county and state

Nathan Shaw .to William E. Muncaster.
357 acres. {(Deed Book JA 2 Folio 302)

William Muncaster to his son, Luther M.
Muncaster (Will Book HCA 26 Folio 175).

Luther M. Muncaster to Francis A. Thomas.
(Deed Book 364 Folio 444).

Francis A. Thomas to Frank L. Hewitt.
(Deed Book 422 Folio 66)

Wade B. Hampton Sur. Trust to Virginia
Title Insurance Co. (Deed Book 562 Folio
104)

Virginia Title Insurance Co. to George D.
Murphy. (Deed Book 582 Folio 41)

George and Connie Murphy to Clarence R.
Ahalt of Virginia Title Insurance Co.
24 .52 acres(Deed Book 590 Folio 362)

"Default having occurred in Deed  of
Trust from George D. Murphy and Connie E.
Murphy to Clarence R. Ahalt, Trustee of
Virginia Title Insurance Co.

Clarence R. BAhalt of Virginia Title
Insurance Co. to Hugh V. Keiser. 24 .52
acres (Deed Book 700 Folio 72)

Hugh V. Keiser and Aline A. Keiser to
George D. Murphy. 24.52 acres. "Part of

Batchellor's Forest." (Deed Book 741
Folio 286)
George D. Murphy died. His estate went to
his son, Carl D. Murphy. . (Deed Book 3077
Folio 558)

Carl D. Murphy to Carl D. Murphy and Helen
M. Murphy. 24.52 acres. (Deed Book 14839
Folio 202)




MUNCASTER MILLERS HO
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PARK AND PLANNING A

THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
8787 Georgia Averne - Sitver Spring, Marykand 20910-3760
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC 'SITES SURVEY

JUNAME
HISTORIC )
Nathan Shaw House

AND/OR COMMON
Muncaster Miller's House

[ILOCATION

STREET & NUMBER :
Rte. 115 & Emory Lane

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

CITY, TOWN .
(Norbeck) Rockville e VICINITY OF

STATE : COUNTY
Maryland Montgomery

41|/ CLASSIFICATION

OWNERSHIP

CATEGORY TATUS
DISTRICT —RUBLIC Moccuplep
IBUILDING(S) _J:I:NATE —UNOCCUPIED
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED
—BEING CONSIDERED jes: UNRESTRICTED
NO

PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
—COMMERCIAL .:ymk
—EDUCATIONAL Y PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—MILITARY —OTHER:

i OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME
Carl D. Murphy

Telephone #:

STREET & NUMBER
15910 Emory Lane

CITY, TOWN

STATE, Zip code

— (Norbeck) Rockville — VICINITY OF Maryland
i3] LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #:
COURTHOUSE. Folio #:
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC.  Montgomery County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER
CITY, TOWN STATE
Rockville Maryland
il REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
DATE

—FEDERAL __STATE _COUNTY __{OCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY, TOWN

STATE
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. EADESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—FXCELLENT —-DETERIORATED —NALTERED — ORIGINAL SITE
MGOOD —RUINS VALTERED ~~MOVED DATE
—FAIR . —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Y This is a two-story, frame house, with several wings, that
sits atop a knoll at the corner of Rte. 1ll5 & Emory Lane, It
has a three-bay main (east) facade with a central door (the front
step for the door is one of the old mill-stones from Muncaster's
Mill.) Most of the window sash is 6/6, and the siding is of

, rough-sawn lumber (probably from the mill also.) On the north-
end exterior wall is a stove-base chimney. Extending to the west
rear of the main house is a two-story wing, with a large (newer)
brick chimney on the west end. The outbuildings here include a
large frame barn, now covered with tin siding. The rocky knoll
here appears to have been disturbed at one time-perhaps for a
tannery or similar operation associated with the mill,
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’, (] SIGNIFICANCE
:l .' {
S PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
j —PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~RELIGION
~—1400-1499 ~ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW » —SCIENCE
—15600-1599 ~~AGRICULTURE — ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
i —-1600-1699 ~ARCHITECTURE —EOUCATION ~—MILITARY «~SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 ~ARY —ENGINEERING —~—MuUSIC —THEATER
R 2.1800-1899 —.COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1800- ~—COMMUNICATIONS —INOUSTRY ~—POLITICS/GOVERNMENTY — OTHER (SPECIFY)
: —JINVENTION
AN
LD "
SPECIFIC DATES ' BUILDER/ARCHITECT
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Some reports indicate this house is much earlier than it

first appears. Mills were operated at this site from the 1770's
to the 1920's. At any rate, this house does not appear on maps
until Hopkins' 1878 Atlas. It was used as the miller's residence
after that date, according to sources suchas William Dove, the
last miller here. According to some people, there was an old,
two~-story frame house overlooking the road just SE of here.
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LI MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
1) o0ld photos of Muncaster's Mill-early 1900's.
2) Muncaster Mill Archeological Report, 1969, by Walt Whitman H.S.
3) Maps of 1865 & 1878.
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION _
YARRET AL | | B
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Ve .
STATE ' COUNTY
STATE - COUNTY
LV FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
M-NCPPC 4/12/76
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
8787 Georgia Ave. 589-1480
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Silver Spring Marvland
@
The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,
1974 Supplement.
The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
L and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
o ment of individual property rights. '
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